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Proclamation: Energy Awareness & Texas Lights Out

WHEREAS, each spring and fall, billions of birds travel through the State of Texas. This represents between a quarter and a third of all birds migrating throughout the United States; and
WHEREAS, it is important to recognize this massive migration of birds occurs at night; and
WHEREAS, these birds must contend with a rapidly increasing but still under-recognized threat: light pollution. Light attracts and disorients these migrating birds, confusing them and making them vulnerable to collisions with buildings and other urban threats. More than one billion birds die in collisions with buildings in the United States annually, according to Lights Out Texas; and
WHEREAS, the extensive and intense light pollution from Texas buildings and cities, combined with the enormous bird migration, creates a particularly hazardous environment, and
WHEREAS, [insert city name here], is joining a local, state and national Lights Out effort by proposing and implementing a simple solution to protect birds: turning off non-essential lighting during critical migration periods each spring and fall. 
WHEREAS, energy efficiency is the cheapest, quickest, and cleanest way to meet [insert community name] energy needs, avoid dangerous pollution, reduce utility bills for residents and businesses in the community, and mitigate danger to bird migration; and

WHEREAS, smarter energy use reduces the amount of electricity needed to power our lives, which helps avoid power plant emissions that can harm our health and contribute to one of the leading causes of bird population declines; and

WHEREAS, for cities and public entities that are trying to tackle harmful pollution and protect wildlife, energy efficiency can play a large role in our emissions reduction goals, making homes and workspaces healthier and safer, while protecting wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, cutting energy waste saves U.S. households billions of dollars on their utility bills every year, including hundreds of dollars per year from appliance efficiency standards alone; and

WHEREAS, together we can continue to contribute to our sustainability efforts by learning more about energy efficiency and practicing smarter energy use in our daily lives. Residents and business owners are encouraged to help reduce energy waste and light pollution to protect birds and our environment by turning off all non-essential lighting after dark during critical bird migration periods.
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The South-central Partnership for Energy Efficiency as a Resource





